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Wednesday, 29 June 2016 

Sharp rise in Australian kids worried about terrorism 

The proportion of Australian children who report being worried about terrorism rose sharply last 

year in the wake of the Sydney siege in mid-December 2014, Roy Morgan Research shows.  

The proportion of Australian 6-13 year-olds who agreed, “I worry about terrorism” had declined 

from just below half in 2004-2005 to around a third in 2010-2014. In the 12 months following the 

Martin Place hostage crisis, the rate jumped back to 40%—the highest level since 2007.  

Older and younger children both experienced a clear increase in the incidence of terrorism-related 

anxiety in 2015: 48% of 10-13 year-olds said they worry about terrorism during the year (up 7% 

points since 2014), compared with 31% of 6-9 year-olds (up 5% points).   

Sydney kids were more likely than average to worry about terrorism in 2015: 43% of all young 

Sydneysiders aged 6-13 agreed, including 35% of 6-9 year-olds and 50% of 10-13 year-olds.  

Australian kids worrying about terrorism

 Source: Roy Morgan Young Australians Survey, January 2004 – December 2015, average annual sample n = 3,852 

Australians aged 6-13. 
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Michele Levine – CEO, Roy Morgan Research, says: 

“The latest Young Australians Survey for 2015 showed a clear increase in the proportion of 

children worried about terrorism. The rise coincides with the year following the Lindt café siege 

shortly before Christmas in 2014. 

“Our research shows that younger boys are more likely to worry about terrorism than girls their 

age, while older girls are more concerned than older boys. Overall among 6-13 year-olds, there 

is little gender difference.  

“However it’s also worth noting that terrorism is a distant second to another common worry 

among Australian kids: the environment. 70% of 6-13 year-olds now agree they worry about 

the environment—and this has also been rising over the past three years.” 

To learn more about Roy Morgan’s Young Australians Survey  research, please call (+61) (3) 9224 
5309 or email askroymorgan@roymorgan.com 

About Roy Morgan Research 

Roy Morgan Research is the largest independent Australian research company, with offices in each state 
of Australia, as well as in New Zealand, the United States and the United Kingdom. A full service 
research organisation specialising in omnibus and syndicated data, Roy Morgan Research has over 70 
years’ experience in collecting objective, independent information on consumers. 
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