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District of Port Phillip and Victoria today 
 

Victoria Day Council, 2019 La Trobe Lecture  

Presented July 20, 2019 by 

Gary Morgan, Chairman, Roy Morgan Research Ltd 

 

My Victoria Day Council, 2008 La Trobe Lecture at Queen’s Hall, Parliament of Victoria on Saturday, 

July 5, 2008 concentrated on Victoria from July 1, 1851 (Victoria Day) to July 2008. Even before I 

presented my lecture Stewart McArthur suggested I should cover the period from 1835 when Port Phillip 

Bay was resettled by John Batman’s Port Phillip Association and John Pascoe Fawkner’s party of 

settlers – both groups from Van Diemen’s Land. There is no doubt Bateman’s Port Phillip Association 

settled in Port Phillip first (Indented Head) however John Pascoe Fawkner’s party were first to settle on 

the Yarra near Yarra Yarra falls where the Custom’s House/Immigration Museum is today. 
 

In general, my Victoria Day Council, 2008 La Trobe Lecture covered: 

 

1. the role of women in education, the workplace and politics as covered in the media by William 

Williams, Sir Keith Murdoch and Roy Morgan, 

2. the role people from other countries had in the separation of Victoria starting with Charles La Trobe 

and Redmond Barry, and 

3. how media publishers such as John Pascoe Fawkner, George Cavenagh, Ebenezer Syme and Alfred 

Massina helped make Victoria a much better place. 

 

Since July 8, 2008, when I presented to The Victoria Day Council “Women, the Media, and People 

from Other Countries who have made Victoria”, I have been thinking about different issues regarding 

the foundation of Victoria, and have written Appendixes 1-4, and 6 papers (Forward, Appendixes 5-8 and 

Introduction). (See page 18) 

 

While my initial 2008 La Trobe Lecture covered Victoria from July 1, 1851 my additional 6 papers only 

briefly covered from Jan. 26, 1788, when Australia was first settled at Port Jackson and soon after at 

Norfolk Island (the Supply left for Norfolk Island on Feb. 15. 1788). I did cover in more detail from May 

29, 1835 when Port Phillip Bay was resettled by John Batman’s Port Phillip Association and John 

Pasco Fawkner’s party of settlers – both groups were from Van Diemen’s Land. 

 

The free settlers and convicts who arrived in Port Jackson from 1788 to 1791 (Third Fleet arrived June to 

October 1791) had difficulty in producing sufficient food. About half of those who arrived were sent onto 

Norfolk Island where they also experienced similar problems producing sufficient food.  Evacuation of 

Norfolk Island took place from 1807-08 finishing in 1814. Most Norfolk Island residents received 

compensation to resettle in New Norfolk (near Hobart) in Tasmania. Australia’s early settlers did a 

remarkable job in establishing both Sydney and Hobart under such difficult conditions.  

 

Victoria Day was more than 50 years later on July 1, 1851. It is important for all Victorians to understand 

when and how the District of Port Phillip was discovered. The coastline of the future District of Port 

Phillip was first surveyed in 1798 by Dr George Bass and Lt. Matthew Flinders, then in 1800 by Lt. 

Commander James Grant. Port Phillip was discovered on Jan. 5, 1802, first entered on Jan. 31, 1802 and 

‘taken possession of” by Lt. John Murray on Mar. 8, 1802. (See page xi, Gary Morgan, Victoria Day 

Council, 2008 La Trobe Lecture.) 

 

On April 26, 1802 Capt. Flinders entered Port Phillip, he then ascended both Arthur’s Seat, eastern shore, 

and the You Yangs ‘mountains’ on the west. Mr Charles Grimes, NSW Surveyor-General, discovered the 

Yarra River on Feb. 2, 1803 and it is believed ‘Dights Falls’ on Feb. 7, 1803. 

  

Port Phillip was first settled by Col. David Collins at Sullivan Bay on Oct. 9, 1803. The Ocean which had 

accompanied David Collins on the Calcutta had arrived in Port Phillip on Oct. 7, 1803. David Collins and 

all convicts and settlers, except convict William Buckley, had departed Sullivan Bay by May 20, 1804.  

 



 

2 
 

Why did Collins abandon Sullivan Bay so quickly – lack of food and water, a compensation payment to 

him of 500 pounds if he decided to move, or his fear of the Aborigines? After reading numerous books on 

‘life at Sullivan Bay’ there is little doubt there was significant fear of the Aborigines – there were 

numerous ‘encounters’ and each night ‘fires’ could be seen around the bay! 

  

The District of Port Phillip was first resettled by Edward Henty at Portland Bay on Nov. 19, 1834. 

On May 29, 1835 the Rebecca with John Batman’s members of his Port Phillip Association anchored in Port 

Phillip Bay, by Indented Head. John Batman’s ‘diary’ claims members of his Port Phillip Association on June 

8 came across the Yarra Yarra falls and fresh water. (Where Customs House/Immigration Museum is today.) 

  

It was not until Aug. 21, 1835 that John Pascoe Fawkner’s party in the Enterprise ‘found’ the same Yarra 

location departing Sept. 5, 1835 except George Evans and his Fawkner servants stayed. 

 

John Pascoe Fawkner, son of John (convict) & Hannah Fawkner (née Pascoe), arrived at Sullivan Bay 

aged 10 years on Oct. 9, 1803. 

 

On Oct. 10, 1835 John Pascoe Fawkner revisited Sullivan Bay in the Enterprise before the Enterprise on Oct. 

11 anchored in Hobson’s Bay; just clear of the channel to the Yarra Yarra falls where Fawkner & his party 

arrived on Oct. 16, 1835. 

 

Fawkner’s diary was first published on June 7, 1862 – in this document Fawkner outlines his history as 

he saw it; he also covers his experiences and problems dealing with Aborigines when he arrived at the 

Yarra Yarra falls in 1835. There are numerous documents covering Fawkner’s life. Fawkner was ‘self-

educated’; he began work as a sawyer in Hobart Town. Over a number of years he acquired sufficient 

property to settle in Launceston and on February 9, 1829 published his first edition off the Launceston 

Advertiser. As a newspaper publisher Fawkner made sure he was presented in a ‘positive light’. There is 

little doubt Fawkner contributed to The Illustrated Journal of Australasia, Our Portrait Gallery, April 

1857.  “He remained there (Hobart Town) until 1814, when, having come into collision with the authorities 

for what appears to have been an act of charity on his part, but was, nevertheless, illegal as a breach of 

discipline under the then existing regulations, he removed to New South Wales. (As a ‘guest’ of Her 

Majesty!)” (Attachment 1)  

 

By 1839 when Charles La Trobe arrived in Melbourne the Port Phillip District’s population was 5,822 with 

about 3,000 in Melbourne. In 1846 Melbourne’s population was 10,954; in 1851 about 23,000, in 1855 about 

100,000 and by 1890 about 500,000. (See above - Discovery of Port Phillip, Jan. 5, 1802) 

 

Charles La Trobe was a descendant of a French Huguenot family who fled from France in 1685 after the 

Revocation of the Edict of Nantes. His protestant, nonconformist, French ancestors originally moved from 

Europe to Ireland, and finally to the Moravian village of Fairfield near Manchester, England. The family 

became highly cultured Moravian missionaries – a family aligned with Wilberforce and anti-slavery. The 

family of La Trobe’s wife Sophie (née de Montmollin) had close ties with Napoleon’s ‘household’ and as such 

I believe La Trobe was at least a sympathetic Napoleonite (most would consider Napoleonite’s to be 

Republicans – anti Royalty –  despite Napoleon promoting Marshal André Masséna as the 1st Duc de Rivoli 

and 1st Prince d'Essling). When Charles La Trobe arrived in Melbourne he was initially sympathetic to the 

separation of the District of Port Phillip from NSW, like his ‘friends’ at the Melbourne Club, however he soon 

changed and followed the advice of his English ‘masters’ through the Governors in Sydney. 

 

The recently published Melbourne Club, 1838-1918: A Social History by Paul De Serville advises Melbourne 

Club Members the following regarding the separation of the Port Phillip District from Victoria: 

 

“Separation from New South Wales, self-government and control of the purse strings were objects shared by 

most colonists – in fact one of the few matters upon which a bickering District generally agreed. The first 

meeting to discuss separation had been held as early as 1840, chaired by the Club member, Henry Fyshe 

Gisborne. It had taken ten and half years to achieve independence from Sydney. Now the Club, along with the 

district, the new colony, prepared to enter its inheritance. 

 



 

3 
 

The long-desired separation from the mother colony took effect on 1 July 1851. For many years afterwards, 

while the pioneer colonists had a voice, it was kept as a public holiday. Amid the celebrations and the opening 

of Prince’s Bridge in 1851, the Superintendent was promoted to Lieutenant-Governor (not entirely a vote of 

confidence – why not governor?); and a Legislative Council, partly nominated, partly elected, was set up. A 

Supreme Court was created, with William à Beckett moving easily from fourth Resident Judge to become the 

first Chief Justice. The new colony abandoned its original name of Port Phillip and became the colony of 

Victoria – a patriotic gesture that, however, lacked individuality, as there were to be many Victorias around the 

world.” 

 

Whilst the above is accurate my Introduction: Understanding Victoria makes it clear the founding and early 

Members of the Melbourne Club were instrumental in the separation of the Port Phillip District and also the 

Eureka ‘Not Guilty’ verdicts – the two most important events involving the foundation and future of 

Victoria. 

 

There were fifteen years between the first separation meeting held on May 13, 1840 in Scott’s School Eastern 

Hill1 and the last Eureka ‘Not Guilty’ verdict (1855).  Redmond Barry (Melbourne Club Member) played a 

significant role during this period from attending the first separation meeting through to the last Eureka ‘Not 

Guilty’ verdict – the “Voice of the Gold Diggers” had been heard! (Page 130 – 2008 La Trobe Lecture.) 

 

Although during the same period La Trobe as Superintendent played a role in the foundation of Victoria it was 

Redmond Barry and La Trobe’s fellow Members of the Melbourne Club who we need to recognise as the 

‘curators’ of Victoria as we know it today. They were responsible for – ‘turning a wild country into a civilised 

one’. 

 

The Eureka Stockade (1854), and the outcome which followed, was a critical turning point in the path to 

‘true’ separation for Victoria. Politically Victoria changed to be a democracy with newspapers, 

newsletters, periodicals and journals as the political critics –  it was many years later that the ‘critical’ 

media was extended to cover  radio, TV and the Internet; and today companies such as Apple, Google, 

Facebook, Twitter, Netflix, Amazon, Disney dominate the new media landscape and streaming. 

 

And throughout this seminal time (up to WW2) no one in Australia was polling public opinion – that was 

not begun by my father, Roy Morgan, until nearly a century later in 1941.  In September 1941 Roy 

Morgan published his first Australian public opinion poll finding on equal pay for women – the issue is 

just as important nearly 80 years later (See page 59 – 2008 La Trobe Lecture). 

 

My 2008 La Trobe Lecture (now a book)  “Women, the Media, and People from Other Countries who 

have made Victoria” covers some of the public opinion poll and other survey results on political issues, 

education, women, the media and people from other countries published by my father from when he began 

in 1941. It also refers to newspapers, magazines, journals and periodicals printed and published from October 

28, 1853 by William H. Williams my great grandfather. William Williams was a Victorian printer and 

‘radical’ publisher, as was Ebenezer Syme and David Syme of The Age, and Alfred Massina (changed from 

Masséna) who in 1865 began with The Australian Journal which published prominent writers of the day 

including Marcus Clarke and Adam Lindsay Gordon (See pages 75-79 – 2008 La Trobe Lecture). In 1902 

Alfred Massina was appointed the Inaugural Chairman, The Herald and Weekly Times Ltd.  

 

Immediately following the Eureka trials social concerns became the issue of the day as out-of-work gold 

miners flocked to Melbourne seeking employment and accommodation. The first major dispute was over the 

cost to Victoria of subsidised immigration from the UK which was definitely not wanted by workers returning 

from the gold fields. (Nothing’s changed today!) 
 

1 Of the speakers at first Separation Meeting (Scott’s School, Eastern Hill, May 13, 1840) 14 of the 19 were Members of the 

Melbourne Club. The speakers were Major George Mercer presiding and Messrs. H.F. Gisborne, A.M. M‛Crea, C.H. Ebden, 

James Montgomery, Arthur Kemmis, Arthur Hogue, J.D.L. Campbell, P.W. Welsh, A. Bolden, Redmond Barry, J.C Riddell, W. 

Verner, T. Arnold, W. Meek, W. Ryrie, R. H. Browne, Dr. M‛Crae, and Dr. Greeves. 
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Victoria in the 1850’s and Victoria Today – Women, Media and People from ‘other’ 

Countries – and Aborigines 
  

Women 
 

An example of social attitudes in the 1850s was published in the January 1857 The New Letter of Australasia 

– under a “JOURNAL OF SOCIAL PROGRESS”. 
 

“…We are truly an unsociable people. Assuming as we do to be a sort of Englishman, we steadfastly 

persevere in the perpetuation of British foibles. Cold, unsociable, segregating in our habits, utterly innocent 

of the art of making ourselves agreeable to our neighbors, we nevertheless keep up the semblance of 

sociality, and a dismal affair we make of it. It is true that the incongruity of the elements of which Victorian 

society is composed raises some difficulty in the way of the total abandonment of social distinction, even for the 

temporary purposes of festive gatherings. We fully admit that, as here intelligence and propriety of conduct are 

as little tests of success in life, as wealth is of intellect and refinement, it would be both difficult and inadvisable 

to remove indiscriminately the social barriers. But there are many occasions on which the presence of a person 

may be fairly taken as an indication of his eligibility for at least the converse of the moment. Besides, people’s 

movements are here so generally known, ay, and often even the history of their career, that at most social 

meetings at least half will be in some degree acquainted, without the ceremony of introduction. But, beyond the 

intercourse commonly called ‘mixing in society’, there is a great want of the disposition to make ourselves 

agreeable. The fact is, we do not understand it. How many thousands of well-meaning people, members of 

societies, sum up their ideas of a social gathering in a “tea-meeting”, a slow and dismal affair, composed of 

long forms, weak tea, stale buns, and longwinded speeches; the very seats arranged as if with the design of 

preventing all intercourse between the guest. Or, to take a case when pleasure is the professed object, look at 

the failure of the late attempts to get up a series of assemblies at Cremorne. 
 

…The people of Williamstown, having been at loggerheads for a couple of months on the question whether the 

ladies or gentlemen should fix the prices of the tickets, have at last had a meeting in aid of the establishment of 

a Mechanics’ Institution. Exertions for a similar purpose, less the quarrelling, are being made at North 

Melbourne, where Mr. Justice Barry, to whom the community lies already under large obligations for his 

labors in the cause of refinement and mental culture, is taking as active part. The St Kildaites are also forming 

what in the fashionable suburbs is to be called an Athenaeum. The working men in and around Melbourne are 

making strenuous exertions to raise funds by subscription among themselves toward the enlargement of the 

Hospital. 
 

…The labor market is in a tolerably healthy state; … 
 

…Families are wont to complain of a difficulty in procuring good female servants: servants are in plenty, but 

many of them are so little fitted for domestic duties, that they are positively a source of trouble and 

inconvenience. Good general servants have no difficulty in obtaining from £25 to £30 a year, and cooks get 

rather more. Builders and skilled laborers are in full work, at good wages for short days’ work. Trade is now 

good, confidence is restored, and enterprise of various kinds, many of them new to the place, are progressing 

all around. 
 

…The teachers engaged in the public schools have formed a association for mutual edification, and for the 

general improvement of their position. Such a union is much needed; we cannot but regret the mistaken step of 

excluding private teachers. 
 

…At present, the schoolmaster is looked upon as a sort of necessary person to have in a school. 
 

…Parents and patrons too often estimate education by the learning of lessons, and disregard altogether the 

great end of mental culture, towards which the lessons are but the means. Again, it is essential that the teacher 

should not be too directly dependent upon local authorities; in all small communities, division of opinion, and 

even bickerings, will arise, which prejudice the position of the teacher, and weaken his efforts; of all these he 

should be independent. We are rejoiced to see the teachers associating for the purposes immediately affecting 

themselves, and calculated to produce, by reaction, so much benefit to society. 
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Crime is still rife. Several murders have lately been committed, and remains of bodies have been found in 

different parts of the country….” 

 

Since September 2008 the #Metoo movement swept the world in the wake of revelations about Hollywood 

producer Harvey Weinstein and in Australia famous actors such as Craig McLachlan, John Jarratt and Geoffrey 

Rush are caught up in the moment. Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce is forced to resign as National Party 

Leader after his affair with his staffer becomes public knowledge after she becomes pregnant. 

 

Australia has had its first Female Prime Minister – Julia Gillard (2010-13) and New South Wales has had its 

first two Female Premiers – Kristina Keneally (2009-2011) and Gladys Berejiklian (2017-2019). Berejiklian 

was the first Woman to lead her party to victory at a NSW Election. Victoria has also had its first Female 

Governor Linda Dessau appointed in 2015. 

 

In both Queensland and New South Wales both the Premier (Annastacia Palaszczuk (QLD) and Gladys 

Berejiklian (NSW)) and Opposition Leader (Deb Frecklington (QLD) and Jodi McKay (NSW) are now all 

Women – a first for both States. 
 

In Melbourne Sally Capp was elected as the southern capital’s first popularly elected Female Lord Mayor 

joining Sydney Lord Mayor Clover Moore and was later joined by Adelaide Lord Mayor Sandy Verschoor, 

Hobart Lord Mayor Anna Reynolds and the Lord Mayor of Newcastle Nuatali Nelmes. 
 

Unfortunately little has happened to reverse  ‘male biases’ with regards to ‘boys only’ schools such as 

Melbourne Grammar and Scotch College, Men’s Social Clubs, and business, except for some exceptions – too 

‘few and far between’ – such as: Ita Buttrose at the ABC, Caroline Hewson at BHP, Gail Kelly at Westpac, 

Elizabeth Proust at Bank of Melbourne & Chairperson Australian Institute of Company Directors, Elizabeth 

Alexander at Medibank & Chancellor University of Melbourne and a few others, has failed to promote enough 

Women into positions of leadership. 
 

This year the Victorian Government has opened Her Place Women’s Museum Australia – unfortunately 

insufficient funds have been provide to renovate the Museum in Clarendon Terrace in East Melbourne or keep 

it open for the public on a daily basis! Obviously much more needs to be done to reverse ‘male biases’. 
 

Media 
 

Publishing in Victoria in the 1850s and later was much broader than just newspapers it covered newsletters, 

periodicals and journals. In the 1850s, Melbourne in particular became the home of the ‘serious, radical 

and provocative’ media many years before. The Bulletin was first published in Sydney on January 31, 1880. 
 

Melbourne’s first newspaper, (See page 27 – 2008 La Trobe Lecture) the Melbourne Advertiser was first 

published by John Pascoe Fawkner from January 1, 1838. It became The Port Phillip Patriot and Melbourne 

Advertiser from February 6, 1838 to September 30, 1845 when it ceased publishing. It became the Melbourne 

Daily News from October 9, 1848 until incorporated in The Argus on January 1, 1852. 
 

Of the 75 newspapers that began in Australia in the period 1840-1845, there were only six operating in 1855 

and only one in Victoria – the Geelong Advertiser (first published on November 21, 1840). The Argus was first 

published on June 1, 1846 and The Age on October 17, 1854. When Victoria was founded, publishing was not a 

big business however there was plenty of fake news! The early settlers looked forward to newspapers, 

periodicals and books printed and published in England. 
 

In addition from the late 1850s until the Second World War, many English newspapers and other periodicals 

were re-printed in Australia – demonstrating a continued demand for news from Britain. Today, the Internet 

has revived access to news world-wide as it happens.  
 

An example of a newspaper sent to Australia from London which was later published in Melbourne is Cassell’s 

Illustrated Family Paper. Shown next page is the April 1, 1854 London edition of Cassell's Illustrated Family 

Paper, Vol. 1, No. 14, John Cassell which included two pages including illustrations –  Melbourne, Port 

Phillip. 
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                       London edition, Cassell's Illustrated Family Paper, Vol. 1, No. 14, April 1, 1854 
 

The first edition of Cassell’s Illustrated Family Paper printed in Melbourne was Cassell's Illustrated 

Family Paper and The Melbourne Advertiser, (Vol. 1, No. 1) published September 23, 1856 by Slater, 

Williams & Hodgson. 
 

It was not long after July 1, 1851 (Separation Day) Lieutenant-Governor Charles La Trobe (submitted his 

resignation Dec. 1852, relieved May 6, 1854), Governor Sir Charles Hotham (from June 22, 1854 to 

Dec.31, 1855) and others received criticism over unfair gold taxes from  Melbourne’s ‘serious, radical and 

provocative’ media, such as: The Diggers Advocate published by Hough, Heath & Williams with 

contributors G. E. Thomson (1853), George Black & H. R. Nicholls (1854); Slater, Williams, & Hodgson 

(1854); Ebenezer Syme who in July 1854 wrote for The Argus while contributing to The Gold Diggers’ 

Advocate and Commercial Advertiser; The Age (1854); W. H. Williams (1856); A. H. Massina & Co. 

(1859); and finally Marcus Clarke (1868). 
 

William H. Williams (1831−1910) arrived in Melbourne in October 1852. Aged 21 he soon began 

employment as an overseer at The Melbourne Morning Herald working with George Hough and Henry 

Heath. (In 1839 George Cavenagh moved from Sydney to Melbourne and on January 3, 1840 began The 

Port Phillip Herald before changing to The Melbourne Morning Herald in January 1849, and on September 

8, 1855 changing again to The Herald which became an afternoon newspaper on January 4, 1869.) 
 

In 1853 the three men in partnership purchased the firm Coonebee & Mould and established Hough, Heath 

& Williams with Heath as the registered printer and publisher. On October 28, 1853 they published the ‘first 

voice of the gold diggers’ − The Diggers’ Advocate (See page 14 – 2008 La Trobe Lecture) – more than a 

year before the Eureka Stockade uprising on Sunday December 3, 1854. (Some of William Williams’s many 

publications are listed after my lecture from page 9.) 
 

Since September 2008 Apple, Google, Facebook, Twitter, Netflix, Amazon, Disney have dominated the new 

media landscape and streaming has ‘taken off’ locally. 
 

In Australia Channel 9 almost went bankrupt in 2012 before being taken over in a debt for equity swap, while 

Channel 10 faced the same fate in 2017 before being taken over by the American CBS Corporation. Channel 

9 later merged with Fairfax Media and launched its own locally based streaming service Stan – now seen by 3 

million Australians and second only to Netflix (seen by 11.5 million) according to the latest Roy Morgan 

figures. 
 

In 2019 the age of the Australian ‘media mogul’ appears to be coming to an end with the Packer family 

selling out of media a decade ago and Rupert Murdoch – 88 years old (News Corp), Kerry Stokes – 78 

years old (Channel 7) and Bruce Gordon – 90 years old (Channel 9 & WIN Television) Australia’s last 

remaining ‘media moguls’.  
 

We all must expect many more changes in every form of Media over the next few years. 



 

7 
 

People from ‘other’ Countries – and Aborigines 

 

In the 1850s Victorians (as mentioned above) were concerned about their jobs being taken by subsidised UK 

migrants, ‘ticket of leave’ convicts and the Chinese. There was little mention of working with Aborigines 

except as ‘convenient’ servants. 

 

The following two notes expressing opposing views were written in March 1854 by Dr A. Thomson and 

Thomas Learmonth on NYK Line paper. (I found the following ‘notes’ in a recently bought book – 

Bonwick's Port Phillip, 1856.)  

 

Dr A Thomson M.C., March 1854 

Re Aborigines 

“I am convinced that no plan, except one based on entire isolation, will succeed with these poor degraded 

people.” 

 

Thomas Learmonth  

“I am free to confess that considering the wrong that has been done to the aborigines in depriving them of 

their country, they have shown less ferocity & have exhibited the desire to retaliate less than might have 

been expected. 

 

For I believe that there is no surer way of extirpating a race of savages like the Australian native than by 

supplying them freely with food, & thereby taking from them the necessity for personal exertion.”  
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From the first few Chinese arrivals on the goldfields in the early 1850s anti-Chinese sentiment swelled with 

many miners seeing the Chinese as alien. 

 

In the 1850’s there were few article published which presented the Chinese in a positive way such as The 

Chinese Puzzle published by W. H. Williams: (See Attachment 2) 

 

The Chinese Puzzle, Melbourne Monthly Magazine, May 1855:  
 

“….’Down they shall be put,’ say many wise people, of the Chinese now. 
 

….We submit then, in the first place, that we want colonists, and that till there is a clear case against John 

Chinaman, we want him. We see him marching through the street in European dress, and we are much obliged 

to him for his custom; we see him consuming European food, and we admire his appetite. 
 

….We see him refusing European drink, and we respect his sobriety!” 
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Chinese Literature, The Journal of Australasia, No. 6, December 1856: (See Attachment 3) 
 

“….That the Chinese call us barbarians is well known; nor are we backward to ‘reciprocate the compliment’ 

by thinking them such: perhaps both are equally wide of the truth. 
 

…But as we pursue our inquiries into the less obvious traits of their character, as a distinct people, it may 

probably excite surprise in some minds to find that they have now, and have had from time immemorial, a 

national literature of no contemptable rank; that they have not only voluminous works on morals and 

philosophy, but that their libraries are rich in romance, poetry, and the drama. 
 

….Viewed chiefly through mercantile medium, the Chinese have been hitherto looked upon merely as tea-

growers, and good customers in the opium market; 
 

….but to us who are brought into occasional intercourse with this despised section of the human family, a 

sketch of one of their popular dramas may possess attraction.” 
 

From the 1860s the Chinese were particularly despised for introducing the habit of opium smoking and novel 

forms of gambling. In 1867, a census of Chinese settlements in regional Victoria recorded at least 50 Chinese 

gambling houses and 80 opium shops in 9 centres across regional Victoria. In addition 1 in 2 Chinese 

gambled regularly and at least 4 out of 10 Chinese used opium regularly. 
 

Since September 2008 ISIS, China, North Korea, Middle East (Iraq, Iran), Afghanistan, Africa have been the 

global hotspots providing refugee outflows – to Australia, as well as increasing global tension as western 

powers, including Australia, grapple with how to handle these complicated situations. 
 

Australia joined the campaign against ISIS (Islamic State in Iraq & Syria) with the United States and United 

Kingdom and helped to destroy the terrorist ‘state’ before it became too entrenched. The recent USA trade 

war with China will have a major impact on Australia as we seeks to balance our  largest trading partner 

(China) and the traditional guarantor of Australia’s security and greatest military ally (USA).  Wars continue 

and the world in many ways has not been as unsafe since WW2 finished –  illegal immigration is no 

closer to being solved; while Australia is no closer to a satisfactory solution with our indigenous people 

–  opinions are still divided as they were over 160 years ago.  
 

Thank you,  
 

Gary Morgan 
 

Some William H. Williams publications follow – most listed in 2008 La Trobe Lecture 
 

The printing firm Hough, Heath & Williams was ‘short-lived’ and published 

only six editions of The Diggers’ Advocate. It was then published by George 

Black on February 24, 1854 as The Gold Diggers’ Advocate and Commercial 

Advertiser with H. R. Nicholls an editor. The first edition was printed in 

Melbourne by F. Sinnett & Company with later issues printed by Herald 

‘people’ – Frederick Sinnett & William Williams. (See page 16, No.7-Vol.1 – 

2008 La Trobe Lecture.) Frederick Sinnett2 was Editor of The Melbourne 

Morning Herald from 1852 to 1855 before establishing Melbourne Punch in 

August 1855. 
 

In January 1854 William Williams established his own printing firm at 79 

Elizabeth Street and printed Dr L.L. Smith’s Medical Journal of Diseases of the 

Colony. 
 

Then later in 1854 William Williams, with George Slater, established the 

printing and publishing firm Slater, Williams and Hodgson at 94 Bourke 

Street East and Market Square Castlemaine. 
 

On July 6, 1854 Ebenezer Syme (The Age) sent a letter to John Pascoe Fawkner concerning the then 

printing of The Gold Diggers’ Advocate and Commercial Advertiser by Herald ‘people’ – Frederick Sinnett  
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& William Williams (See page 67 – 2008 La Trobe Lecture). From September 1854 to November 1856 

Slater, Williams and Hodgson printed and published many publications which give an insight into social 

and political Victoria. 
 

In 1855 Slater, Williams and Hodgson published Th. Berigny, Medical 

Philosophy: An Appeal to the people of Australia, for the Candid 

Investigation of Practical Medicine, lectures on Homeopathy, delivered in the 

Protestant Hall, Melbourne. 
 

Also in 1855 Slater, Williams, and Hodgson published for an anonymous 

author: “One who has handled the spade”, ‘Bounty Immigration’: A letter 

to the Members of the Legislative Council, Melbourne & Castlemaine. 
 

‘Bounty Immigration’ was the earliest known critical comment on the 

allocation of funds for immigration and for schools in the 1854 Budget. In the 

1854 Budget speech, the Council stipulated that £155,000 be allocated for 

education and “…£400,000 should be transmitted, according to law,  for  the  

purpose  of  promoting  immigration from  the  United  Kingdom.”.  It also 

stipulated “That this Council cannot sanction, either as a loan or as an 

appropriation, the sum of £869,000, being an amount of money solemnly 

guaranteed by Act of Parliament for the purposes of emigration. (Resolutions of the Legislative Council, 

passed on the 13th of December, 1854… Mr O’Shanassy’s speech.) 
 

“With reference to ‘the misappropriated moiety of the land fund, it had been defended as merely borrowing 

from the left hand to the right. But they overlooked the wrong done to the poor of Great Britain and Ireland, 

who were not represented in the House, but who were so deeply interested.” (Mr Mollison’s speech.) 
 

In 1855 Slater, Williams, and Hodgson, Melbourne & Castlemaine, 

published Rusticus, How to Settle in Victoria, or, Instructions on the purchase 

and occupations of the land, with observations on gardening and farming, the 

growth of the vine and other fruit trees, the nature and quality of the 

Australian soils and on the use of manures…. 
 

Other titles published by Slater, Williams, and Hodgson included, Black and 

White List; The Victorian Electors’ Guide, The News Letter of Australasia, 

first published in July 1856 by George Slater and printed by W. H. Williams - 

see below. (See other W. H. Williams publications shown on Introduction 

page ix, pages 14, 55, 70, 72, 73, 74, 124, 141 and Appendix 1a & 1b - pages 

86, 87 & 88 – 2008 La Trobe Lecture.) 
 

In 1856 Slater, Williams and Hodgson, Melbourne & Castlemaine printed 

and published for Daniel Bunce his second edition,  Language of the 

Aborigines of the Colony of Victoria, and other Australian Districts: with 

parallel translations and familiar specimens in dialogue as a guide to 

Aboriginal Protectors, and others engaged in ameliorating their condition. (In 

1846 Daniel Bunce explored Australia ‘east-to-west’ with Ludwig Leichhardt. Daniel Bunce’s second 

wife was John Batman’s youngest daughter, Pelonomena.) 
 

2 Frederick Sinnett moved to Melbourne in December 1851 as 'intended editor' of The Melbourne Morning Herald and General 

Daily Advertiser. He formed F. Sinnett & Company and brought new capital into the business. In 1854 printers Slater, Williams 

and Hodgson (Page 25) and Sinnett & Co (Page 33) listed as exhibitors in the Melbourne Exhibition Official Catalogue 

(printed and published by F. Sinnett and Company). In September 1856 C. F. Somerton took over from F. Sinnett & Co as 

printer and publisher of The Melbourne Morning Herald and General Daily Advertiser, renaming the paper The Herald. Of 

Frederick Sinnett’s few writings, the most notable was his essay 'The Fiction Fields of Australia' published by George Slater 

printed by William Williams in The Journal of Australasia, September and November 1856 when Fredrick Sinnett raised the 

important question of the day: “…it is alleged against Australia that it is a new country, and, as Pitt said, when charged with 

juvenility ‘this is an accusation which I can neither palliate nor deny.’ Unless we go into the Aboriginal market for ‘associations,’ 

there is not a single local one, of a century old, to be obtained in Australia; and, setting apart Mr. Fawkner’s pre-Adamite 

recollections of Colonel Collins, there is not an association in Victoria mellowed by so much as a poor score of years….” 
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An example of ‘serious, radical and provocative’ William Williams is seen in his article The Chinese 

Puzzle (http://www.roymorgan.com/about/ papers/2015-papers) published in the May 1855 Melbourne 

Monthly Magazine. (See Attachment 2) 
 

In 1856 George Slater published and William Williams printed The Settlement of John Batman in Port 

Phillip from His Own Journal. (See page 124 – 2008 La Trobe Lecture.) (Some believe a ‘made-up’ 

document! – 1835 fake news!) 
 

In 1856 George Slater and William Williams also printed and published The Journal of Australasia and 

The News Letter of Australasia. 
 

In   December 1856 William Williams became sole-proprietor and in January 1857 changed The Journal of 

Australasia to The Illustrated Journal of Australasia and Monthly Magazine. (See below yellow front page 

of April 185 edition, and page 125 – 2008 La Trobe Lecture.) 
 

In 1857 William Williams was sole-proprietor of his own business W.  H. Williams located at 87 

Brunswick St, Collingwood, printed and published one of Melbourne’s first suburban newspapers, the 

Collingwood and Richmond Observer. (See next page a copy of the ‘Front page’, September 12, 1857 issue.) 
 

Samuel Winter (1857) and Alfred Massina (about 1858) joined W. H. Williams as apprentices. In 1871 

Winter, Massina with John Halfey, purchased the evening Herald. In 1902 Alfred Massina was Inaugural 

Chairman, The Herald and Weekly Times Ltd and Samuel Winter Managing Editor. (See page 75 – 2008 

La Trobe Lecture.)  
 

                                                  
     

 

The Black and White List; 

and the 

Victorian Electors’ Guide, 1856 

The News Letter of Australasia, 

Number XIII, July 1857 

Language of the Aborigines of 

the Colony of Victoria, 1856 
A Journal of Australasia, 

June to December 1856 

The Illustrated Journal of Australasia 

and Monthly Magazine. April 1857                 
Our Portrait Gallery, from The Illustrated 

Journal of Australasia. April 1857 

Caledonian Gathering 

The News Letter of Australia 

No. 39, Nov., 1859 

http://www.roymorgan.com/about/
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In 1860 W. H. Williams moved his business to 23 Post Office Place, between Queen and Elizabeth 

Streets, followed by 72 Little Collins Street West, and then 83 Queens Street. From 1865 to 1867 The 

Australian Monthly Magazine, Melbourne, was published and printed by W. H. Williams at 23 Post 

Office Place. In May 1866 it contained Marcus Clarke’s earliest publications under the nom de plume 

of ‘Mark Scrivener’. 
 

                                               
 

The Australian Monthly Magazine               The Australian Monthly Magazine      Collingwood & Richmond Observer, Sept 12, 1857 
        November 1865                                  Vol 11. March to August, 1866                 A Social, Political & Literary Journal  
 

 

Other publications of W. H. Williams were Williams’s Musical Annual and Australia Sketch Book for 

1858, front page & illustrated engraving below. The Australian Musical and  Dramatic Review  (1866−? 

see next page), Illustrated Australian Annual for Christmas and the New Year (1869−70) Advocate 

(1868−72) with Samuel Winter, New Idea Weekly Paper (1876), Melbourne Clipper and Racing and 

Theatrical Record (1876−77), Democrat (1877), Tomahawk* (1880−?), The Australian Woman’s 

Magazine and Domestic Journal* (April 1882−Sept. 1884), Australia Tit-Bits* (1885−90), Illustrated 

London News, Australasian edition (1891) Hawk (1892−94).  Hawklet (1894−1908).  Comment, 27 

February, 1908 denounces The Hawklet. ‘Under the Lash: The Filthy Hawklet’. (*Also see following 

Appendix 1b. Below are the front page and an illustrated engraving from Williams’s Musical Annual and 

Australia Sketch Book, for 1858.) 
 

 

                    
 

         Melbourne Church of England Grammar Schools when founded in 1858 

 Williams’s Musical Annual and Australia Sketch Book for 1858, published by W. H. Williams, 1858 
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Appendix 1a lists some titles published by Slater, Williams and Hodgson: 

1. Cassell’s Illustrated Family Paper and The Melbourne Advertiser, Melbourne, publisher Slater, 

Williams, Hodgson & Co., 1854. 

2. British Colonial Electric Telegraph Company, Primary prospectus of the British Colonial Electric 

Telegraph Company, publisher Slater, Williams, and Hodgson, 1854. 

3. Anderson, H. (ed.), Guide to the gold-fields of Victoria, with a map and the new regulations for 

the gold-fields and local courts, Melbourne, publisher Slater, Williams and, Hodgson, 1855. 

4. Berigny, Th., Medical Philosophy: An appeal to the people of Australia, for the candid investigation 

of practical medicine: lectures on homoeopathy, Melbourne, publisher Slater, Williams, and Hodgson, 1855. 

5. Anonymous author − One who has handled the spade, Bounty Immigration: A letter to the Members of 

the Legislative Council, Melbourne, publisher Slater, Williams, and Hodgson, 1855. 

6. Bunce, D., Language of the Aborigines of the Colony of Victoria, and other Australian  Districts:  

with  parallel  translations  and  familiar  specimens in dialogue as a guide to Aboriginal 

Protectors, and others engaged in ameliorating their condition, Melbourne, publisher Slater, 

Williams, and Hodgson, 1856. (In 1846 Daniel Bunce explored Australia ‘east–west’ with Ludwig 

Leichhardt, his second wife was John Batman’s youngest daughter, Pelonomena.) 

7. Rusticus, How to Settle in Victoria, or, Instructions on the purchase and occupations of the land, 

with observations on gardening and farming, the growth of the vine and other fruit trees; the nature 

and quality of Australian soils, and on the use of manures, Melbourne, publisher Slater, Williams, 

and Hodgson, 1855. 

8. The Black and White List: and, ‘The Victorian Electors’ Guide, Melbourne, publisher Slater, 

Williams, & Hodgson, 1856. 

9. The News Letter of Australasia, George Slater and W. H. Williams publishers, W. H. Williams printer,  

t h e n  a t  the “ Herald” Office for the Proprietors. Printed on superfine paper and included blank 

pages for letter writing. Often included illustrated engravings by F. Grosse, S. Calver, M. M. 

Chevalier (Nicholas) and Cyrus Mason. Many engravings also published in The Illustrated Journal 

of Australasia which was sold by all booksellers for 6d, published from July 1856 to at least the 

December 1861 issue No. 64 (below) which paid tribute to the ill-fated Burke and Wills expedition. It 

included an engraving ‘at Menindie’ from a drawing by Ludwig Becker who died during the expedition. 

             
 

Appendix 1-4 covered in July 5, 2008 La Trobe Lecture 

(before the GFC): 

Women, the Media, and People from Other Countries 

who have made Victoria – 1851 to Today 

 

The Victoria Day Council 2008 La Trobe Lecture 

By Gary Morgan, Roy Morgan Research 

Queen’s Hall, Parliament of Victoria 

Saturday, July 5, 2008 at 7.00 pm 
 

News Letter of Australasia. No. 59. – July, 1861 
Cobb & Co’s  Coach Office -The start  for Beechworth 

View in the Botanical Gardens, etching from org. 

M. Guerard drawing.  (No.11-Vol. 2. May, 1857) 

 

The Illustrated Journal of Australasia 

No.11-Vol. 2. May, 1857 

Tribute to Burke & Wills 

News Letter of Australasia 

No. 64. December 1861. 
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Appendix 1b: Some other publications of W. H. Williams, Printer and Publisher (1857 − 1889) 

The News Letter of Australasia, Melbourne, Jan. 1857 
 

 
 

                         
 

The Tomahawk: A Journal of Satire, No. 27, 

Melbourne, publisher W. H. Williams, Saturday, September 4, 1880. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Tomahawk: A Journal of Satire, No.1 
Melbourne, publisher W. H. Williams, 
Saturday, March 6, 1880. 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

The Australian Woman’s Magazine and Domestic Journal, No 3, Melbourne, 
publisher W. H. Williams, June 1882. (First edition, April 1882 – last edition, September 1884.) 
 

Australian Tit-bits, No 59, Vol. 11, Melbourne, publisher W. H. Williams, July 23, 1885. 

(See three different W. H. Williams “printing” advertisements on the front page.) 
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Appendix 2: (Pages referred to in brackets below from The First Ninety Years − The Printing House 

of Massina, 1859 to 1949 by Ronald G Campbell)  

Australian Masséna Families (Pages 8-11) 

 

1. Jean Charles Domenica Antoine Paul Masséna b abt 1783. In 1822 married Susannah 

Reynolds b 1802. Parents of 8 children including Alfred Henry Massina b 1834 and Charles 

Edward Paul Massina b 1825, and 

2. Dr Louis Yehuda Leib Masséna b 1775 Levens, and wife (née Countess Lula Van Lear b 1775 

Lear, Belgium), parents of: 

i) Eliza Lola Masséna* b 1807 in Westham, Essex. In 1827 married Dr William 

Florance* b 1800 – a daughter (one of at least 16 children 

Mary Eliza Florance b 1839, married William H. Williams in 

Melbourne, 1857 (Pages 32, 45, 80 and 115), 

ii) John Nathaniel Messeena b 1796 Netherlands (Surgeon). Page 9 and below Notes 

and Queries – 1917, and 

iii) Dr Henry Messeena b abt 1800 (Chemist) – a daughter, Grace Carr d 1909 married 

Richard Henry Trevor-Roper (son of Charles Blayney), 1864. (Page 9) 

 

Antoine-Francois Masséna (b 1733) was the father of Charles Masséna and Louis Masséna.  He 

was an uncle of Napoleonic Marshal Andre Masséna. 1758-1817. (Page 8) 

 

*Great grandparents of Roy Edward Morgan (1908-1985) – founder of the Australian Gallup Poll 

(today Roy Morgan Poll). On April 1, 1940 Roy Morgan was appointed to the staff of The Herald 

& Weekly Times Limited by Keith Murdoch, Managing Director. Prior to this Roy Morgan was a 

freelance ‘Financial writer’ for The Herald, The Argus, and General Manager, The Stock Exchange 

of Melbourne. 

 

Roy Morgan Research office from 2006 to 2017 was at 401 Collins Street. (See before page 129 

the 1949 photo of 401 Collins St building.) 

 

The above note on the Masséna family in Australia was prepared in December 2007 by Gary 

Morgan, son of Roy Morgan. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

* Dr Louis Masséna 

 

 

 

ROY EDWARD MORGAN 1908 – 1985 

In 1941 founded Australian Gallup Poll, 

today Roy Morgan Poll 

The Roy Morgan Research Centre Pty Ltd (May 1959) 
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Appendix 3: 

 

Media surveys conducted by Roy Morgan for Sir Keith Murdoch, 1941– 1952: 
 

In the 1940s and early 1950s, Roy Morgan, under the direction of Sir Keith Murdoch, conducted 

many surveys for The Herald and Weekly Times, Associated Newspapers, News, Advertiser, etc.  

The studies focussed on understanding reading preferences and behaviour. 
 

After Sir Keith Murdoch died on October 5, 1952, little interest was shown by Herald executives in 

this kind of newspaper research – the focus shifted to sales, i.e. circulation and readership audience 

measures to demonstrate 

‘reach’ to advertisers. 

Michele Levine and Gary Morgan presented at Country Press Association 

106th Annual Conference, Parliament House, NSW, October 6, 2006 

 

The following examples show just some of the learning’s from those times (1941−1952)3.  

 

 

 

On  the  front  page  of  The  Sun, Melbourne,   Wednesday   

May   1, 1946:  The  headline  “Plot  to  kill MacArthur” was 

read by 100% of readers  –  male  (red)  and  female (blue). 

The “Surprise Senate Move” was read by 100% of males but 

only 50% of females. 

 
The picture at the bottom left hand corner was looked at by 

93% of male readers. 

 
At first glance, it looks as though the further down the page, 

the lower the reading levels. This is not a general 

phenomenon as we’ll see later. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

3Source: Archival material from The Roy Morgan Research Centre Pty Ltd. 
 

 

 

Appendix 4: (Prepared by Gary Morgan, August 2008) 

 

The Pleasant Career of a Spendthrift (1929) 
BY GEORGE MEUDELL 

‘My way of joking’, Meudell wrote, ‘is to tell the truth’. 
 

LONDON 

GEORGE ROUTLEDGE & SONS, LTD. 

Broadway House: 68-74 Carter Lane, E.C. 
 

Printed in Great Britain by 

The Bowering Press, Plymouth 
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MEUDELL, GEORGE  DICK  (1860−1936),  was  one  of Australia’s  most colourful 
personalities.  
 

George Meudell was born on January 29, 1860 at Sandhurst (Bendigo), Victoria, son of William Meudell 

and his wife Elizabeth Strachan, née Taylor. Educated at Warrnambool Grammar School and Sandhurst 

High School, he matriculated aged 14. 
 

A childhood accident left George Meudell blind in one eye which frustrated his intention of reading for 

the Bar so he joined the Sandhurst branch of the Bank of Victoria, where his father, a university-educated 

Scot, was Manager. 
 

George Meudell’s father, William Meudell (1831−1911) had migrated to Victoria in 1852 and joined the 

Bank of Victoria in 1854. The Bank of Victoria had been founded in 1852 by Colonial Secretary, Henry 

‘Money’ Miller. 
 

In 1881 William Meudell was appointed by Henry (‘Money’) Miller General Manager in Melbourne and 

in 1889−1991 was Manager in London – prior to the Bank of Victoria being forced to close. 
 

Meudell was a stockbroker, company promoter and accountant. In 1907 George Meudell contracted 

tuberculosis however he defied doctors’ predictions of imminent death to travel the world looking at 

oilfields and return to an unsuccessful nineteen-year attempt to launch an Australian oil industry. This 

was one of many abortive schemes: it was preceded by enthusiasm for brown coal and hydro-electricity, 

and followed by an interest in oil-shale. 
 

The following Forward, Appendix 5-8 and Introduction were presented in papers by 

Gary Morgan from July 4, 2009 to the June 26, 2011  
 

Foreword: – The 158th Victorian Anniversary Dinner & La Trobe Lecture presented July 4, 2009 at 

The Victoria Day Council, Melbourne Club, 36 Collins Street, Melbourne. 
 

Appendix 5: – Victoria Day Council Separation Tree Ceremony Oration, presented November 14, 

2009 (Pages 120 - 131). 
 

Appendix 6: – “Change is needed by all” Glen Eira Council Australia Day Council Breakfast, presented 

January 22, 2010 (Pages 132 - 137). 
 

Appendix 7: – “Sham Taxes for Sham Reasons” Over 60’s Luncheon, the Hamilton Club, presented 

June 18, 2010 (Pages 138 - 141). 
 

Appendix 8: – Charles La Trobe, Victoria’s Separation & Gold Tax - ‘turning a wild colonial into a 

civilised one’ Australia Day Council (Victoria) Inc. presented May 9, 2011 (Pages 142 - 154). Includes 

“Distinguished Members” Presented by Stewart McArthur, President, Melbourne Club, June 10, 2010 

(Pages 151 - 154).  
 

Introduction: – Understanding Victoria – June 26, 2011 

The Old Colonists’ Association at The Old Colonists Club, Ballarat  

(More than seven years since I gave the inaugural Dr J H Pryor Memorial Lecture at the 

Ballaarat Club, May 22, 2004, I must be first person since the Eureka Stockade to address ‘both sides’!) 
 

Lecture, Introduction & Foreword Links: 
www.roymorgan.com 

http://www.roymorgan.com/~/media/files/papers/2018/victoria-day-

council_book.pdf?la=en 
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The News Letter of Australasia. 
 

A Narrative to send to Friends. No. 39, November, 1859. 

CALVERT. Samuel (illustrator); SLATER, George 
       

Two sheets under half an ounce. 

Melbourne:  

Printed & published for the proprietors 

at "The Herald" Office, 

9 Bourke Street East, Melbourne. 

Published by George Slater,  

Printed by W. H. Williams, 
94 Bourke Street East, Melbourne. 

 

Cover sheet. 260 x 410 mm, thin writing 

paper, folded into 4 pp quarto, the front 

with an engraving by Samuel Calvert 

depicting the Caledonian Gathering at the 

Melbourne Cricket Ground, surmounted 

by a decorative masthead and surrounded 

by an illustrated border featuring sailors 

and ship's anchor, an Aborigine, 

agricultural implements and produce; the 

remaining three sides blank; near fine with 

original folds and the expected amount of 

very mild creasing to the thin paper; 

lacking the second printed sheet.  
 

The first issue of The News Letter of Australasia was published by George Slater in July 

1856.  
 

The following notice regarding this new and innovative publication appeared in 

The Argus, Page 6, 23 June, 1856:  
 

On July 2
nd

 will be Published, No. 1, price 6d., “THE NEWS LETTER OF 

AUSTRALASIA,” an Impartial Summary. “The News Letter of Australasia.” printed on 

superfine thin letter paper, with pages three and four blank for private correspondence. 

Price 6d. Sold by all booksellers and newsagents.  
 

Letters are not so liable to be lost as newspapers in transmission by post. 
 

Send to friends at home “The News Letter of Australasia,” a monthly record and bird's 

eye view of the events and state of these countries. 
 

“The News Letter of Australasia” will contain a narrative without comment, most 

emphatically indicating and marking the spirit of progress of the times, and the natural 

characteristics of these countries. 
 

“The Newsletter of Australasia” printed (by W. H. Williams) on superfine thin letter 

paper. 
 

Sold by all booksellers. Price 6d.  
 

Published by GEORGE SLATER, 94 Bourke-street east. 
 

Sold by booksellers and news agents. 

 



History of W. H. Williams, http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A53219 

The printing, publishing and bookselling firm W. H. Williams operated in Melbourne for most of 

the second half of the nineteenth century. The founder, William H. Williams, arrived in Melbourne 

in October 1852, and was employed for a period as an overseer on the Melbourne Herald. In 1853 

he bought the business of Connebee and Mould, who had been printers at 79 Elizabeth Street since 

1850. William Williams was initially in a partnership as Hough, Heath and Williams (in 1853 

published The Diggers Advocate) and by December 1855 was sole proprietor. In 1856 the firm 

moved to 94 Bourke Street East, where it shared premises with bookseller and publisher George 

Slater who undertook a number of publishing projects with Williams including ‘Language of the 

Aborigines’ and ‘The Settlement of John Batman in Port Philip from his own Journal’. In 

November 1856 Williams acquired Slater’s business and founded W. H. Williams which was later 

located in 23 Little Burke Street East (Post Office Place), then Elizabeth Street, Little Collins Street 

West, and 83 Queen Street. 

W. H. Williams printed, published and owned a range of periodicals and newspapers in Melbourne, 

many of which had literary content, such as The Illustrated Journal of Australasia and Monthly 

Magazine (1857-58) and The Australian Monthly Magazine (1865-67), of which William Williams 

was printer, publisher, owner, and initially editor. The illustrations were woodcut prints of 

drawings and paintings of scenes and portraits. Williams was one of the first printers in the colony 

to type-set musical notation, and was known as 'Musical Williams'. (See page 12) 

Williams' son, also William H. Williams, trained as a compositor and entered the business, printing 

and publishing with his father as Williams & Williams in the 1890s, and eventually operating in his 

own right, as W. H. Williams Jnr. 

Works by W. H. Williams 

1.  Dimples; A Daughter of Vice Melbourne: W. H. Williams, 1939-1959 single work novella romance  

2.  The Musical Millionaire, or, Love and L.S.D.: a comic opera in two acts Ivan Archer Rosenblum , 

Ivan Archer Rosenblum (composer), Melbourne: W. H. Williams, 1905 single work musical theatre 

opera humour  

3.  The Swag : the unofficial flute of the sundowners and other colonial vagrants; with which is 

enfurcated the Bush Marconi and the Whaler's Telegraph, by Scotty the Wrinkler Philip Mowbray , 

Melbourne s.n., 1900 selected work short story  

4.  The Centennial Garland: An Australian Gift-Book and Souvenir to Friends Across the Seas A. F. 

Gardner  [Melbourne ]: 1888 selected work poetry  

5.  Australian Chimes and Rhymes William H. Williams (editor), Melbourne: W. H. Williams, 1884 

anthology novella poetry prose short story  

6.  Australian Christmas Chimes for Old and Young William H. Williams (editor), Melbourne: W. H. 

Williams, 1881 anthology poetry short story  

7.  Vercingetorix, or, Love and Patriotism Joshua Lake , Henri Kowalski (composer), Melbourne : W. H. 

Williams, 1881 single work musical theatre Abstract   
 

Lyric drama in three acts.  

Translated into English (and possibly adapted) from the original French version by M Maniel. 
 

1.  Proi ; Or, At the Dawning [cantata] Marcus Clarke , Paolo Giorza (composer), Melbourne : 

Marcus Clarke, 1881 single work lyric/song  

2.  Checkmated T. P. (Mrs) Hill  Melbourne: W. H. Williams, 1878 single work novel  

3.  'Boot and Saddle!' : Bits of South African Life in Bush and Barracks H. Morin Humphreys , 

Melbourne: George Robertson , 1875 selected work prose  

4.  Memories of the Past A Lady in Australia Melbourne: W. H. Williams, 1873 single work 

autobiography  

5.  Australian Stories Round the Camp Fire Robert P. Whitworth Melbourne: W. H. Williams, 

1872 selected work short story  

6.  Williams's Illustrated Australian Annual, for the Holiday Season [1870-71] Williams's 

Illustrated Australian Annual Melbourne: W. H. Williams, 1870 periodical issue  

http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A53219
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C743191
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C399045
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C399045
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A515
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C533747
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C533747
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A8558
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C501935
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C501935
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A20075
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C662108
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C662108
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C662106
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C662106
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C399207
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C399207
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A94642
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C383154
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C383154
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A88273
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C246239
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C246239
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C598006
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C598006
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C26199
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C26199
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C484997
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C484997
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/C171307
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A53219?mainTabTemplate=agentWorksBy##
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A53219?mainTabTemplate=agentWorksBy##
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A53219?mainTabTemplate=agentWorksBy##
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A53219?mainTabTemplate=agentWorksBy##
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A53219?mainTabTemplate=agentWorksBy##
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A53219?mainTabTemplate=agentWorksBy##
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A53219?mainTabTemplate=agentWorksBy##
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A53219?mainTabTemplate=agentWorksBy##
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A53219?mainTabTemplate=agentWorksBy##
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A53219?mainTabTemplate=agentWorksBy##
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A53219?mainTabTemplate=agentWorksBy##
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A53219?mainTabTemplate=agentWorksBy##
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A53219?mainTabTemplate=agentWorksBy##


7.  Williams's Illustrated Australian Annual for Christmas and the New Year 1869-1870: 

Second Year of Publication Williams's Illustrated Australian Annual Melbourne: W. H. 

Williams, 1869 periodical issue  

8.  Williams's Illustrated Australian Annual Williams's Australian Annual; Printable version 

Williams's Illustrated Australian Annual for Christmas and the New Year Henry Kendall 

(editor), Melbourne: W. H. Williams, 1868 periodical (3 issues)  

9.  The Australian Monthly Magazine Melbourne: W. H. Williams, 1865-1867 periodical (27 

issues)  

10.  Francesca Vasari : A Tragedy in Five Acts John Finnamore , Melbourne : John Finnamore , 

1865 single work drama  

11.  Follow the Track 'Twig' , Melbourne: W. H. Williams, 1861 single work novella  

12 .  The Illustrated Journal of Australasia The Illustrated Journal of Australasia and Monthly 

Magazine combining The Monthly Magazine (William Williams) and A Journal of Australasia, 

Made in Melbourne: George Slater, 1856-1857 periodical (8 issues) 

History of George Slater, http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A37997 

The business George Slater operated at various times in the second half of the nineteenth century in 

Melbourne and in Brisbane, and in country Victoria and Queensland, as a bookseller, publisher, 

printer, stationer, newsagent, library, and dealer in homeopathic medicines. George Slater opened a 

bookshop in Wellington Street in Collingwood, Melbourne, soon after his arrival from London in 

1853 (sometimes advertised as the 'Wellington Library'), but soon moved to 94 Bourke Street East, 

where the business developed into a leading Melbourne bookseller, which also published in 

association with William Williams, and also traded as Slater, Williams and Hodgson. During 

the 1850s George Slater published A Journal of Australasia (later The Illustrated Journal of 

Australasia and Monthly Magazine), which contained some of the earliest criticism of Australian 

literature. Another publication was the periodical The News Letter from Australasia, a compendium 

of information intended to be sent to relatives and friends in Britain. This publication featured a 

woodcut print on the cover, and Slater also published and sold individual prints of scenes of 

Melbourne and the gold diggings. Slater operated as a wholesale bookseller at 120 Elizabeth Street, 

Melbourne then opened branches in Castlemaine and Bendigo, but the business failed and was sold 

around 1858. From 1859 to 1861 George Slater operated a library in High Street, St Kilda. 

In 1864 George Slater moved to Brisbane where he opened a small bookshop and stationery in the 

Kingsford Building in Queen Street. The business opened branches in Rockhampton and Gympie, 

and expanded into printing, producing maps and woodcut and lithographic prints and photographs 

of Queensland scenes. It also operated a subscription library, which had a list of 15,000 books in 

1869. From 1867 the firm published Slater's Queensland Almanac, and in 1873 moved into a new 

warehouse and workshop in Edward Street. This business was sold around 1876 to Gordon and 

Gotch, who continued Slater's Queensland Almanac into the twentieth century.  

George Slater is listed in the 1882 Queensland Post Office Directory as a bookseller and publisher 

at the New Church Book Depot. Slater purchased an interest in a homeopathic pharmacy in Edward 

Street in 1882, which he sold in 1885. 

Works by George Slater some with William Williams 

1.  The Illustrated Journal of Australasia The Illustrated Journal of Australasia and Monthly Magazine 

combining The Monthly Magazine (William Williams) and A Journal of Australasia, Made in 

Melbourne: George Slater, 1856-1857 periodical (8 issues) 

2.  The Illustrated Melbourne News  Melbourne: George Slater, 1858 periodical  

3.  Arabin, or, The Adventures of a Colonist in New South Wales; with an Essay on the Aborigines of 

Australia Thomas McCombie London : Simmonds and Ward, 1845 single work novel  

4.  The Settlement of John Batman in Port Phillip : From His Own Journal [John Batman] Melbourne : 

George Slater, 1856 selected work diary Abstract  'Batman's crucial first expedition to Port Phillip in 

May-June 1835. Based on historical events rather than on Batman's actual journal and written to 

reinforce his claim to be the founder of Melbourne, this embellished account of the expedition has been 

attributed by Henry Gyles Turner to Joseph Tice Gellibrand and a prominent member of the Port Phillip 

Association.' (National Library of Australia catalogue.) 

5.  Rebel Convicts : An Australian Novel [R. H. Horne] Melbourne: George Slater, 1858 single work 

novel  
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